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FROM: Sandy Sliger 

DIRECT DIAL: (617)248-4806 
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THIS TRANSMITTAL IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS 
ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM 
DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. IF THE READER OF THIS TRANSMITTAL IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE TRANSMITTAL TO THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, YOU ARE HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT ANY DISSEMINATION, DISTRIBUTION OR 
COPYING OF THIS COMMUNICATION IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
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ADDRESSED, AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM 
DISCLOSURE UNDER APPLICABLE LaW. IF THE READER OP THIS TRANSMITTAL IS NOT THE INTENDED 
RECIPIENT, OR THE EMPLOYEE OR AGENT RESPONSIBLE FOR DELIVERING THE TRANSMITTAL TO THE 
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Applicant; 
Serial No. 
Filing Date; 
Title 



JanreU et al , Examiner: Celsa, Bennett 

09/478 5 263 Ait Unit: 1627 

January 5, 2000 / 
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Assistant Commissioner of Patents OSSS^ 
Washington, DC 2023 1 DC 20231 % /' 

on apt* I 26 , zoo^ 
Sir: .^TWU^ '^'ff 

RESPONSE TO NON-RESPONSIVE LETTER 

Li reply to the Letter mailed March 28, 2002, Applicant offers the following Remarks: 

Applicant respectfully submits that the species election requirement imposed by the 
Examiner attempts to impose artificial structural limitations on an invention for which the 
particular chemical structures involved are not relevant. The present claims recite a completely 
novel approach to synthetic chemistry, utilizing a combination of chemical and biological 
synthesis steps. The claims do not recite chemical entities. Applicant is therefore at a loss for 
how best to elect a particular chemical compound as a "species" for each of the final product 
compounds, starter units, functional handles, template structures, biosynthetic enzymatic 
machinery systems, and functionalizing, as requested by the Examiner. 

Nonetheless, in an effort to assist the Examiner in focussing his initial search. Applicant 
hereby elects peptide synthetases as a species of biosynthetic enzymatic machinery systems; 
peptide synthetase substrates (e.g., modified amino acids) as a species of starter unit; 
polypeptides as a species of template structure; and functionalized polypeptides as a species of 
structures. The claims that read on the elected species are claims 11-3, 5-12, 16-21. 

Applicant respectfiilly submits that a search of the literature relating to use of peptide 
synthetase enzymes is not unduly burdensome, and looks forward to the product of the 
Examiner's analysis. ' * 
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Please charge any fees that may be associated with this matter, or credit any 
overpayments, to our Deposit Account No. 03-1721. 



Attorney for Applicant 
CHOATE, HALL & STEWART 
53 State Street 
Boston, MA 02109 
Telephone: 617-248-5000 
Facsimile- 617^248-4000 



Respectfully submitted, 




trenda HerqtjjEfoSh J^eOHIX 
AgistrationNo. 39,223 
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